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In its long history, the English language has had many lawmakers--those who have tried to regulate or
otherwise organize the way we speak. Proper Words in Proper Places offers the first narrative history of
these endeavors and shows clearly that what we now regard as the only "correct" way to speak emerged out
of specific historical and social conditions over the course of centuries. As historian Jack Lynch has
discovered, every rule has a human history and the characters peopling his narrative are as interesting for
their obsession as for their erudition: the sharp-tongued satirist Jonathan Swift, who called for a government-
sponsored academy to issue rulings on the language; the polymath Samuel Johnson, who put dictionaries on
a new footing; the eccentric Hebraist Robert Lowth, the first modern to understand the workings of biblical
poetry; the crackpot linguist John Horne Tooke, whose bizarre theories continue to baffle scholars; the
chemist and theologian Joseph Priestly, whose political radicalism prompted violent riots; the ever-crotchety
Noah Webster, who worked to Americanize the English language; the long-bearded lexicographer James A.
H. Murray, who devoted his life to a survey of the entire language in the Oxford English Dictionary; and the
playwright George Bernard Shaw, who worked without success to make English spelling rational.

Grammatical "rules" or "laws" are not like the law of gravity, or even laws against murder and theft--they're
more like rules of etiquette, made by fallible people and subject to change. Witty, smart, full of passion for
the world's language, Proper Words in Proper Places will entertain and educate in equal measure.
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From reader reviews:

Carrie Porter:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or info even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Lexicographer's Dilemma: The
Evolution of 'Proper' English, from Shakespeare to South Park is our recommendation to make you keep up
with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Fred Miller:

The Lexicographer's Dilemma: The Evolution of 'Proper' English, from Shakespeare to South Park can be
one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book
has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining
but nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into joy
arrangement in writing The Lexicographer's Dilemma: The Evolution of 'Proper' English, from Shakespeare
to South Park yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Joseph Southard:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-
book that need more time to be examine. The Lexicographer's Dilemma: The Evolution of 'Proper' English,
from Shakespeare to South Park can be your answer because it can be read by you who have those short time
problems.

Kevin Masterson:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you study a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The The Lexicographer's Dilemma: The Evolution of 'Proper' English, from Shakespeare to
South Park will give you new experience in looking at a book.
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