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Few cities are so dramatically identified with their environment as San Francisco—the landscape of hills, the
expansive bay, the engulfing fog, and even the deadly fault line shifting below. Yet most residents think of
the city itself as separate from the natural environment on which it depends. In Our Better Nature, Philip J.
Dreyfus recounts the history of San Francisco from Indian village to world-class metropolis, focusing on the
interactions between the city and the land and on the generations of people who have transformed them both.
Dreyfus examines the ways that San Franciscans remade the landscape to fit their needs, and how their
actions reflected and affected their ideas about nature, from the destruction of wetlands and forests to the
creation of Golden Gate and Yosemite parks, the Sierra Club, and later, the birth of the modern
environmental movement.

Today, many San Franciscans seek to strengthen the ties between cities and nature by pursuing more
sustainable and ecologically responsible ways of life. Consistent with that urge, Our Better Nature not only
explores San Francisco’s past but also poses critical questions about its future. Dreyfus asks us to reassess
our connection to the environment and to find ways to redefine ourselves and our cities within nature. Only
with such an attitude will San Francisco retain the magic that has always charmed residents and visitors
alike.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Roper:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Our Better Nature: Environment and the
Making of San Francisco is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Betty Serrano:

Often the book Our Better Nature: Environment and the Making of San Francisco has a lot details on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author.
The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can find
the point easily after reading this book.

Peter Singleton:

This Our Better Nature: Environment and the Making of San Francisco is great e-book for you because the
content which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can declare no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
Our Better Nature: Environment and the Making of San Francisco in your hand like keeping the world in
your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen
tiny right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still
doubt that will?

Rebecca Bonnett:

You can spend your free time to study this book this book. This Our Better Nature: Environment and the
Making of San Francisco is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If
you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
better to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.
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