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Germaine de Staël (1766–1817) is perhaps best known today as a novelist, literary critic, and outspoken and
independent thinker. Yet she was also a prominent figure in politics during the French Revolution.
Biancamaria Fontana sheds new light on this often overlooked aspect of Staël's life and work, bringing
vividly to life her unique experience as a political actor in a world where women had no place.

The banker's daughter who became one of Europe's best-connected intellectuals, Staël was an exceptionally
talented woman who achieved a degree of public influence to which not even her wealth and privilege would
normally have entitled her. During the Revolution, when the lives of so many around her were destroyed, she
succeeded in carving out a unique path for herself and making her views heard, first by the powerful men
around her, later by the European public at large. Fontana provides the first in-depth look at her substantial
output of writings on the theory and practice of the exercise of power, setting in sharp relief the dimension of
Staël's life that she cared most about—politics. She was fascinated by the nature of public opinion, and
believed that viable political regimes were founded on public trust and popular consensus. Fontana shows
how Staël's ideas were shaped by the remarkable times in which she lived, and argues that it is only through
a consideration of her political insights that we can fully understand Staël's legacy and its enduring relevance
for us today.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Kline:

The book with title Germaine de Stael: A Political Portrait includes a lot of information that you can find out
it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new information the information that exist
in this publication represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand
how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the globalization. You can
read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Bridget Chacon:

Typically the book Germaine de Stael: A Political Portrait has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the
point easily after perusing this book.

Tony Sanford:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you go through
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics,
and soon. The Germaine de Stael: A Political Portrait offer you a new experience in studying a book.

Anna Humphrey:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. Within
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
Germaine de Stael: A Political Portrait when you needed it?
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