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In this deeply etched and haunting memoir, Vivian Gornick tells the story of her lifelong battle with her
mother for independence. There have been numerous books about mother and daughter, but none has dealt
with this closest of filial relations as directly or as ruthlessly. Gornick's groundbreaking book confronts what
Edna O'Brien has called "the prinicpal crux of female despair": the unacknowledged Oedipal nature of the
mother-daughter bond.

Born and raised in the Bronx, the daughter of "urban peasants," Gornick grows up in a household dominated
by her intelligent but uneducated mother's romantic depression over the early death of her husband. Next
door lives Nettie, an attractive widow whose calculating sensuality appeals greatly to Vivian. These women
with their opposing models of femininity continue, well into adulthood, to affect Gornick's struggle to find
herself in love and in work.

As Gornick walks with her aged mother through the streets of New York, arguing and remembering the past,
each wins the reader's admiration: the caustic and clear-thinking daughter, for her courage and tenacity in
really talking to her mother about the most basic issues of their lives, and the still powerful and intuitively-
wise old woman, who again and again proves herself her daughter's mother.

Unsparing, deeply courageous, Fierce Attachments is one of the most remarkable documents of family
feeling that has been written, a classic that helped start the memoir boom and remains one of the most
moving examples of the genre.
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From reader reviews:

John McDole:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Fierce Attachments: A Memoir (FSG Classics). You
can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a new
book Fierce Attachments: A Memoir (FSG Classics). You can add know-how and of course you can around
the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your country
until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you
could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You
can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Andrew Spivey:

The knowledge that you get from Fierce Attachments: A Memoir (FSG Classics) will be the more deep you
digging the information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that
this book is hard to recognise but Fierce Attachments: A Memoir (FSG Classics) giving you joy feeling of
reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who
read that because the author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having this specific Fierce Attachments: A Memoir (FSG Classics) instantly.

Christine Knox:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the publication untitled Fierce Attachments: A Memoir (FSG Classics) can be
great book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Jennifer Randolph:

Fierce Attachments: A Memoir (FSG Classics) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of
us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge
in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing Fierce Attachments: A
Memoir (FSG Classics) but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based
confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into
brand new stage of crucial imagining.
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