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Following the publication of C. S. Holling's seminal work on the relationship between animal body mass
patterns and scale-specific landscape structure, ecologists began to explore the theoretical and applied
consequences of discontinuities in ecosystems and other complex systems. Are ecosystems and their
components continuously distributed and do they adhere to scaling laws, or are they discontinuous and more
complex than early models would have us believe? The resulting propositions over the structure of complex
systems sparked an ongoing debate regarding the mechanisms generating discontinuities and the statistical
methods used for their detection.

This volume takes the view that ecosystems and other complex systems are inherently discontinuous and that
such fields as ecology, economics, and urban studies greatly benefit from this paradigm shift. Contributors
present evidence of the ubiquity of discontinuous distributions in ecological and social systems and how their
analysis provides insight into complex phenomena. The book is divided into three sections. The first focuses
on background material and contrasting views concerning the discontinuous organization of complex
systems. The second discusses discontinuous patterns detected in a number of different systems and methods
for detecting them, and the third touches on the potential significance of discontinuities in complex systems.
Science is still dominated by a focus on power laws, but the contributors to this volume are convinced power
laws often mask the interesting dynamics of systems and that those dynamics are best revealed by
investigating deviations from assumed power law distributions.

In 2008, a grand conference on resilience was held in Stockholm, hosting 600 participants from around the
world. There are now three big centers established with resilience, the most recent one being the Stockholm
Resilience Center, with others in Australia (an international coral reef center), Arizona State University's
new sustainability center focusing on anthropology, and Canada's emerging social sciences and resilience
center. Activity continues to flourish in Alaska, South Africa, and the Untied Kingdom, and a new center is
forming in Uruguay.
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From reader reviews:

Randy Scott:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Discontinuities in Ecosystems and Other Complex
Systems (Complexity in Ecological Systems). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a
book. Providing we know about how is important a book Discontinuities in Ecosystems and Other Complex
Systems (Complexity in Ecological Systems). You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can recognize everything! From your
country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you
may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-
book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Lois Hernandez:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Discontinuities
in Ecosystems and Other Complex Systems (Complexity in Ecological Systems) suitable to you? Often the
book was written by well known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Discontinuities in Ecosystems
and Other Complex Systems (Complexity in Ecological Systems)is the main one of several books that will
everyone read now. This particular book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve
you will enter the new age that you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way,
thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal
of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this book.

Irma Chavez:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Discontinuities in Ecosystems and Other Complex
Systems (Complexity in Ecological Systems), you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you
still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Mary Moore:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Discontinuities in Ecosystems
and Other Complex Systems (Complexity in Ecological Systems) is simple to develop you can read it in the
playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you
can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart
phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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