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In 1945, many Europeans still heated with coal, cooled their food with ice, and lacked indoor plumbing.
Today, things could hardly be more different. Over the second half of the twentieth century, the average
European's buying power tripled, while working hours fell by a third. The European Economy since 1945 is
a broad, accessible, forthright account of the extraordinary development of Europe's economy since the end
of World War II. Barry Eichengreen argues that the continent's history has been critical to its economic
performance, and that it will continue to be so going forward.

Challenging standard views that basic economic forces were behind postwar Europe's success, Eichengreen
shows how Western Europe in particular inherited a set of institutions singularly well suited to the economic
circumstances that reigned for almost three decades. Economic growth was facilitated by solidarity-centered
trade unions, cohesive employers' associations, and growth-minded governments--all legacies of Europe's
earlier history. For example, these institutions worked together to mobilize savings, finance investment, and
stabilize wages.

However, this inheritance of economic and social institutions that was the solution until around 1973--when
Europe had to switch from growth based on brute-force investment and the acquisition of known
technologies to growth based on increased efficiency and innovation--then became the problem.

Thus, the key questions for the future are whether Europe and its constituent nations can now adapt their
institutions to the needs of a globalized knowledge economy, and whether in doing so, the continent's
distinctive history will be an obstacle or an asset.
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From reader reviews:

Adrian Woodson:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The
European Economy since 1945: Coordinated Capitalism and Beyond (The Princeton Economic History of
the Western World), you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your
knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Orville Norman:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this The European
Economy since 1945: Coordinated Capitalism and Beyond (The Princeton Economic History of the Western
World).

Barbara Morton:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the e-book untitled The European Economy since 1945: Coordinated Capitalism and
Beyond (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) can be very good book to read. May be it
can be best activity to you.

Issac Molina:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
The European Economy since 1945: Coordinated Capitalism and Beyond (The Princeton Economic History
of the Western World) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that



maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then
become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before. The The European
Economy since 1945: Coordinated Capitalism and Beyond (The Princeton Economic History of the Western
World) giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful
details for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body and
mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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