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How to Be French is a magisterial history of French nationality law from 1789 to the present, written by
Patrick Weil, one of France’s foremost historians. First published in France in 2002, it is filled with
captivating human dramas, with legal professionals, and with statesmen including La Fayette, Napoleon,
Clemenceau, de Gaulle, and Chirac. France has long pioneered nationality policies. It was France that first
made the parent’s nationality the child’s birthright, regardless of whether the child is born on national soil,
and France has changed its nationality laws more often and more significantly than any other modern
democratic nation. Focusing on the political and legal confrontations that policies governing French
nationality have continually evoked and the laws that have resulted, Weil teases out the rationales of
lawmakers and jurists. In so doing, he definitively separates nationality from national identity. He
demonstrates that nationality laws are written not to realize lofty conceptions of the nation but to address
specific issues such as the autonomy of the individual in relation to the state or a sudden decline in
population.

Throughout How to Be French, Weil compares French laws to those of other countries, including the United
States, Great Britain, and Germany, showing how France both borrowed from and influenced other nations’
legislation. Examining moments when a racist approach to nationality policy held sway, Weil brings to light
the Vichy regime’s denaturalization of thousands of citizens, primarily Jews and anti-fascist exiles, and late-
twentieth-century efforts to deny North African immigrants and their children access to French nationality.
He also reveals stark gender inequities in nationality policy, including the fact that until 1927 French women
lost their citizenship by marrying foreign men. More than the first complete, systematic study of the
evolution of French nationality policy, How to be French is a major contribution to the broader study of
nationality.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Grant:

This How to Be French: Nationality in the Making since 1789 tend to be reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this How to Be French: Nationality in the Making
since 1789 can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying
food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is
actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones.
Beside that this How to Be French: Nationality in the Making since 1789 giving you an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Michael Stein:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire
day to reading a guide. The book How to Be French: Nationality in the Making since 1789 it is quite good to
read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book.
In case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore
quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

David Packard:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lot of stress
from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you possess when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read will be How to Be
French: Nationality in the Making since 1789.

Shirley Nichols:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know everything
you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to be exactly
added. This reserve How to Be French: Nationality in the Making since 1789 was filled in relation to
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has
diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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