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For generations, critics have noticed in nineteenth-century American women's sentimentality a streak of
masochism, but their discussions of it have over-simplified its complex relationship to women's power.
Marianne Noble argues that tropes of eroticized domination in sentimental literature must be recognized for
what they were: a double-edged sword of both oppression and empowerment. She begins by exploring the
cultural forces that came together to create this ideology of desire, particularly Protestant discourses relating
suffering to love and middle-class discourses of "true womanhood." She goes on to demonstrate how
sentimental literature takes advantage of the expressive power in the convergence of these two discourses to
imagine women's romantic desire. Therefore, in sentimental literature, images of eroticized domination are
not antithetical to female pleasure but rather can be constitutive of it. The book, however, does not simply
celebrate that fact. In readings of Warner's The Wide Wide World, Stowe's Uncle Tom's Cabin, and
Dickinson's sentimental poetry, it addresses the complex benefits and costs of nineteenth-century women's
literary masochism. Ultimately it shows how these authors both exploited and were shaped by this discursive
practice.

The Masochistic Pleasures of Sentimental Literature exemplifies new trends in "Third Wave" feminist
scholarship, presenting cultural and historical research informed by clear, lucid discussions of psychoanalytic
and literary theory. It demonstrates that contemporary theories of masochism--including those of Deleuze,
Bataille, Kristeva, Benjamin, Bersani, Noyes, Mansfield--are more relevant and comprehensible when
considered in relation to sentimental literature.
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From reader reviews:

Jacqueline Britt:

With other case, little people like to read book The Masochistic Pleasures of Sentimental Literature. You can
choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is important any book The
Masochistic Pleasures of Sentimental Literature. You can add understanding and of course you can around
the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From your
country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is
possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-
book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

William McNeill:

Here thing why this kind of The Masochistic Pleasures of Sentimental Literature are different and reputable
to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in the content than it which is the
content is as yummy as food or not. The Masochistic Pleasures of Sentimental Literature giving you
information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide that similar
with The Masochistic Pleasures of Sentimental Literature. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up
your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you.
You can actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your technique home by train.
When you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Masochistic
Pleasures of Sentimental Literature in e-book can be your substitute.

Maria Mariani:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This The Masochistic Pleasures of Sentimental Literature book is readable by you
who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer associated with The
Masochistic Pleasures of Sentimental Literature content conveys the thought easily to understand by most
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different by means of it. So , do you
nonetheless thinking The Masochistic Pleasures of Sentimental Literature is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

Rex Vogler:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual The Masochistic



Pleasures of Sentimental Literature is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious experience.
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