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Inner-city black women open their hearts to share the pain of crack addiction and its consequences

Behind the Eight Ball: Sex for Crack Cocaine Exchange and Poor Black Women documents an American
tragedy that highlights the widening gap between social and economic classes. In their own words, poor
black women—nameless, faceless, and marginalized by poverty—share the details of their lives before and
after crack cocaine invaded their communities, each recalling the circumstances of her introduction to the
drug and her first experience using sex to support her addiction. These candid interviews expose the
socioeconomic changes in inner-city neighborhoods that created the perfect conditions for a crack
stronghold; the crack cocaine economy's impact on the lives of inner-city residents; and the social and
familial consequences of crack addiction among poor, black women.

Behind the Eight Ball: Sex for Crack Cocaine Exchange and Poor Black Women places crack addiction,
crack-related prostitution and its consequences, STDs, HIV, and pregnancy into the context of the larger
social issues of inner-city poverty, race, gender, and class. This unique book reveals the sex-for-crack barter
system as evidence of a long-term social exclusion and systemic racism that has worked to destroy the self-
image of poor black American women. The women interviewed reflect this negative image, exchanging sex
for crack on a regular basis to support their addictions at the risk-and reality-of unplanned pregnancies.

“The baby I am carrying now, I don’t know who the father is. There are a few (men) that I had sex with
around the time I got pregnant—that day. But which one it is, I don’t know who.”

Behind the Eight Ball: Sex for Crack Cocaine Exchange and Poor Black Women examines:

why poor black women addicted to crack are disproportionately at risk for sexually transmitted diseases,●

including HIV, and unplanned pregnancies
how the social and economic characteristics of poor black communities support crack distribution and●

consumption
how crack use and the exchange of sex for crack damages struggling black families●

why the care of many children is entrusted to child welfare agencies●

how and why women are marginalized in the crack culture●

Behind the Eight Ball: Sex for Crack Cocaine Exchange and Poor Black Women is an insightful and
enlightening look at the motivations behind the decision to risk illness, injury, disease, death, and pregnancy
to support addiction.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Woodson:

This Behind the Eight Ball: Sex for Crack Cocaine Exchange and Poor Black Women (Haworth
Psychosocial Issues of HIV/AIDS) usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person,
why. The reason why of this Behind the Eight Ball: Sex for Crack Cocaine Exchange and Poor Black
Women (Haworth Psychosocial Issues of HIV/AIDS) can be among the great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with information that probably
will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever
your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Behind the Eight Ball: Sex for Crack
Cocaine Exchange and Poor Black Women (Haworth Psychosocial Issues of HIV/AIDS) giving you an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand
it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Steven Perez:

Often the book Behind the Eight Ball: Sex for Crack Cocaine Exchange and Poor Black Women (Haworth
Psychosocial Issues of HIV/AIDS) has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can
get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before
write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point easily after looking over this book.

William Glover:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Behind
the Eight Ball: Sex for Crack Cocaine Exchange and Poor Black Women (Haworth Psychosocial Issues of
HIV/AIDS) provide you with new experience in studying a book.

Donald Goodman:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Behind the Eight Ball: Sex for
Crack Cocaine Exchange and Poor Black Women (Haworth Psychosocial Issues of HIV/AIDS) is simple to
create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not include much space to
bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often
the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.
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