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Martin Espada has worked as a bouncer, a primate caretaker, a door-to-door encyclopedia salesman, a gas
station attendant and a tenant lawyer. As a poet, he acts as an advocate for the Latino community in the
United States, particularly the immigrant working class, from farm workers sprayed with pesticides in the
field to the kitchen staff who died in a restaurant at the top of the World Trade Centre on September 11,
2001. The Meaning of the Shovel brings together, for the first time, all of Espada's poems about work,
including several previously unpublished poems. It is a book about the emotional and often invisible
landscape of labour, about 'hard-handed men', 'the rude Mechanicals: the tailor, the weaver, the tinker, the
bellows-mender.' The title poem, based on the poet's experience of digging latrines in Nicaragua, embraces a
vision of revolutionary change.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Scott:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other
is high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular The Meaning of the
Shovel book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a
book.

Beth Ritchey:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This reserve The Meaning of the Shovel was filled about science. Spend
your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel
when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-
book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Harry Fulford:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but novel and The Meaning of the Shovel or others sources were
given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to
include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Meaning of
the Shovel to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Jerry Smith:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt
that when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Meaning of the Shovel to
make your personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and reading
through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and examine it. Beside that the
publication The Meaning of the Shovel can to be your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and
confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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