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A lavish survey of the grotesque style in European painting and decoration, from Roman times to the
late nineteenth century.

In the fifteenth century, the ruins of Nero's Domus Aurea were discovered in Rome. The first explorers to
enter the interior of this spectacular palace complex had the sensation of finding themselves in a series of
grottoes, and this is why the fanciful frescoes and floor mosaics discovered there were called "grotesques."

A fashionable form of ornamentation in ancient Rome, grotesques consist of loosely connected motifs, often
incorporating human figures, birds, animals, and monsters, and arranged around medallions filled with
painted scenes. Fifteenth-century artists such as Perugino, Signorelli, Filippino Lippi, and Mantegna copied
the ancient Roman examples; the most famous use of the style was Raphael's Loggie in the Vatican Palace,
which became immensely famous and influential all over Europe.

This magnificently illustrated book covers the entire history of the grotesque in European art, from its
Roman origins through the Renaissance to the late nineteenth century. It illuminates how grotesque
decoration was transformed in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries into arabesque, chinoiserie, and
singeries, and how it continued in the nineteenth century, leading eventually to Art Nouveau. 250 color
illustrations.
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From reader reviews:

Ian Louviere:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly because
just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that Ornament and the Grotesque: Fantastical
Decoration from Antiquity to Art Nouveau to read.

Laurence Asher:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Ornament and the
Grotesque: Fantastical Decoration from Antiquity to Art Nouveau that give your fun preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity
for people to know world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained
constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become
success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick
Ornament and the Grotesque: Fantastical Decoration from Antiquity to Art Nouveau become your starter.

Charles Branch:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Ornament and the
Grotesque: Fantastical Decoration from Antiquity to Art Nouveau which is finding the e-book version. So ,
try out this book? Let's observe.

Rebecca Bonnett:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Ornament and the
Grotesque: Fantastical Decoration from Antiquity to Art Nouveau.
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