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In the early thirteenth century, semireligious communities of women began to form in the cities and towns of
the Low Countries. These beguines, as they came to be known, led lives of contemplation and prayer and
earned their livings as laborers or teachers. In Cities of Ladies, the first history of the beguines available in
English in almost fifty years, Walter Simons traces the transformation of informal clusters of single women
to large beguinages. These veritable single-sex cities offered lower and middle class women an alternative to
both marriage and convent life. While the region's expanding urban economies initially valued the
communities for their cheap labor supply, severe economic crises by the fourteenth century restricted
women's opportunities for work. Church authorities had also grown less tolerant of religious
experimentation, hailing as subversive some aspects of beguine mysticism. To Simons, however, such
accusations of heresy against the beguines were largely generated from a profound anxiety about their
intellectual ambitions and their claims to a chaste life outside the cloister. Under ecclesiastical and economic
pressure, beguine communities dwindled in size and influence, surviving only by adopting a posture of
restraint and submission to church authorities. Based on the archival records left by about 300 beguine
communities, Cities of Ladies illuminates the context of beguine writings, which are considered among the
most significant documents of medieval women's mysticism. In updating and expanding our knowledge of
the beguines, Simons makes a significant contribution to the history of urbanization, religious change, and
gender in medieval Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Genoveva Johnson:

The ability that you get from Cities of Ladies: Beguine Communities in the Medieval Low Countries, 1200-
1565 (Middle Ages Series) is a more deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more you
get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Cities of Ladies:
Beguine Communities in the Medieval Low Countries, 1200-1565 (Middle Ages Series) giving you buzz
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by
anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book
also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We recommend you for having that Cities of Ladies: Beguine Communities in the
Medieval Low Countries, 1200-1565 (Middle Ages Series) instantly.

Sara Jones:

The book Cities of Ladies: Beguine Communities in the Medieval Low Countries, 1200-1565 (Middle Ages
Series) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the
idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book Cities of
Ladies: Beguine Communities in the Medieval Low Countries, 1200-1565 (Middle Ages Series) is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Angela Babb:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The Cities of Ladies: Beguine Communities in the Medieval Low Countries, 1200-
1565 (Middle Ages Series) provide you with new experience in examining a book.

Charles Powers:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
also know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims Cities of
Ladies: Beguine Communities in the Medieval Low Countries, 1200-1565 (Middle Ages Series).
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