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In Animal Minds, Donald R. Griffin takes us on a guided tour of the recent explosion of scientific research on
animal mentality. Are animals consciously aware of anything, or are they merely living machines, incapable
of conscious thoughts or emotional feelings? How can we tell? Such questions have long fascinated Griffin,
who has been a pioneer at the forefront of research in animal cognition for decades, and is recognized as one
of the leading behavioral ecologists of the twentieth century.

With this new edition of his classic book, which he has completely revised and updated, Griffin moves
beyond considerations of animal cognition to argue that scientists can and should investigate questions of
animal consciousness. Using examples from studies of species ranging from chimpanzees and dolphins to
birds and honeybees, he demonstrates how communication among animals can serve as a "window" into
what animals think and feel, just as human speech and nonverbal communication tell us most of what we
know about the thoughts and feelings of other people. Even when they don't communicate about it, animals
respond with sometimes surprising versatility to new situations for which neither their genes nor their
previous experiences have prepared them, and Griffin discusses what these behaviors can tell us about
animal minds. He also reviews the latest research in cognitive neuroscience, which has revealed startling
similarities in the neural mechanisms underlying brain functioning in both humans and other animals.
Finally, in four chapters greatly expanded for this edition, Griffin considers the latest scientific research on
animal consciousness, pro and con, and explores its profound philosophical and ethical implications.
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From reader reviews:

Martha Wilson:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Animal Minds: Beyond Cognition to Consciousness.

Louis Watson:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or all
their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic in the park. They
actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your own free
time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll
ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be the
guide untitled Animal Minds: Beyond Cognition to Consciousness can be excellent book to read. May be it
could be best activity to you.

Patricia Frazier:

This Animal Minds: Beyond Cognition to Consciousness is great guide for you because the content that is
full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences
inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you
with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having
Animal Minds: Beyond Cognition to Consciousness in your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in
it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen small
right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still
doubt that will?

James Shockley:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Animal Minds: Beyond Cognition to
Consciousness can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending
your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?
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