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When Ferdinand "Jelly Roll" Morton sat at the piano in the Library of Congress in May of 1938 to begin his
monumental series of interviews with Alan Lomax, he spoke of his years on the West Coast with the
nostalgia of a man recalling a golden age, a lost Eden. He had arrived in Los Angeles more than twenty years
earlier, but he recounted his losses as vividly as though they had occurred just recently. The greatest loss was
his separation from Anita Gonzales, by his own account "the only woman I ever loved," to whom he left
almost all of his royalties in his will.

In Dead Man Blues, Phil Pastras sets the record straight on the two periods (1917-1923 and 1940-1941) that
Jelly Roll Morton spent on the West Coast. In addition to rechecking sources, correcting mistakes in
scholarly accounts, and situating eyewitness narratives within the histories of New Orleans or Los Angeles,
Pastras offers a fresh interpretation of the life and work of Morton, one of the most important and influential
early practitioners of jazz. Pastras's discovery of a previously unknown collection of
memorabilia—including a 58-page scrapbook compiled by Morton himself—sheds new light on Morton's
personal and artistic development, as well as on the crucial role played by Anita Gonzales.

In a rich, fast-moving, and fascinating narrative, Pastras traces Morton's artistic development as a pianist,
composer, and bandleader. Among many other topics, Pastras discusses the complexities of racial identity for
Morton and his circle, his belief in voodoo, his relationships with women, his style of performance, and his
roots in black musical traditions. Not only does Dead Man Blues restore to the historical record invaluable
information about one of the great innovators of jazz, it also brings to life one of the most colorful and
fascinating periods of musical transformation on the West Coast.
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From reader reviews:

Norman Brown:

The book Dead Man Blues: Jelly Roll Morton Way Out West (Music of the African Diaspora) will bring
someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very
unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book Dead Man
Blues: Jelly Roll Morton Way Out West (Music of the African Diaspora) is much recommended to you to
study. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Hazel Park:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled Dead
Man Blues: Jelly Roll Morton Way Out West (Music of the African Diaspora) your brain will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become
your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get just before. The Dead Man Blues: Jelly Roll Morton Way Out West
(Music of the African Diaspora) giving you a different experience more than blown away your head but also
giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing
pattern this is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Erica Futch:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. That Dead Man Blues: Jelly Roll Morton Way Out West (Music
of the African Diaspora) can give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this one book you have issue
that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing
more than other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have Dead Man Blues: Jelly
Roll Morton Way Out West (Music of the African Diaspora).

Jacob Hill:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Dead Man Blues: Jelly Roll Morton Way Out
West (Music of the African Diaspora) to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of
reading talent is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to
study it and mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open
up a book and go through it. Beside that the publication Dead Man Blues: Jelly Roll Morton Way Out West
(Music of the African Diaspora) can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse
with the information must you're doing of this time.
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