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The international controversy over who "owns" antiquities has pitted museums against archaeologists and
source countries where ancient artifacts are found. In his book Who Owns Antiquity?, James Cuno argued
that antiquities are the cultural property of humankind, not of the countries that lay exclusive claim to them.
Now in Whose Culture?, Cuno assembles preeminent museum directors, curators, and scholars to explain for
themselves what's at stake in this struggle--and why the museums' critics couldn't be more wrong.

Source countries and archaeologists favor tough cultural property laws restricting the export of antiquities,
have fought for the return of artifacts from museums worldwide, and claim the acquisition of undocumented
antiquities encourages looting of archaeological sites. In Whose Culture?, leading figures from universities
and museums in the United States and Britain argue that modern nation-states have at best a dubious
connection with the ancient cultures they claim to represent, and that archaeology has been misused by
nationalistic identity politics. They explain why exhibition is essential to responsible acquisitions, why our
shared art heritage trumps nationalist agendas, why restrictive cultural property laws put antiquities at risk
from unstable governments--and more. Defending the principles of art as the legacy of all humankind and
museums as instruments of inquiry and tolerance, Whose Culture? brings reasoned argument to an issue that
for too long has been distorted by politics and emotionalism.

In addition to the editor, the contributors are Kwame Anthony Appiah, Sir John Boardman, Michael F.
Brown, Derek Gillman, Neil MacGregor, John Henry Merryman, Philippe de Montebello, David I. Owen,
and James C. Y. Watt.
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From reader reviews:

Loretta Tellis:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on
book like comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Whose
Culture?: The Promise of Museums and the Debate over Antiquities that give your fun preference will be
satisfied through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people
to know world far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that
reading addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So ,
for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick Whose Culture?: The
Promise of Museums and the Debate over Antiquities become your personal starter.

Dora Gourley:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to
your account is Whose Culture?: The Promise of Museums and the Debate over Antiquities this publication
consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented so why is
the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand.
The actual writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable
all of you.

Chantal Dow:

You can find this Whose Culture?: The Promise of Museums and the Debate over Antiquities by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties
for the knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can
you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking of your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
update. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Lloyd Gilbert:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know that
little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is very
important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. Amount types of books that



can you go onto be your object. One of them is Whose Culture?: The Promise of Museums and the Debate
over Antiquities.
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