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Queer Retrosexualities: The Politics of ReparativeReturn examines the retrospective logic that informs
contemporary queer thinking; specifically the narrative return to the 1950s in post-1990s queer and LGBT
culture in the United States. The term “Queer Retrosexuality” marks the intersection between retrospective
thinking and queerness—to illustrate not only how to “queer” retrospection, but also how retrospection, in
some senses can be thought of as always already queer. This book examines the historical possibilities that
inform the narrative return to the 1950s in queer cultural and literary productions such as Samuel Delany’s
The Motion of Light in Water, Todd Haynes’s Far from Heaven, Sarah Schulman’s Shimmer, and Mark
Merlis’s American Studies—all texts that return to a traumatic past marked by shame, exile, and persecution.
Queer Retrosexualities inquires into what motivates the return in these texts to a historical moment informed
by the bruises and wounds of history; but more importantly, it poses the question of how such a turn
backwards could be theorized as reparative or even hopeful. This book shows how the framework of queer
retrospection offers new ways of understanding history and culture, of reformulating disciplines and
institutions, and of rethinking traditional modes of political activism and knowledge production. Even while
it seems counterproductive to return to a historical moment that is marked by the persecution of sexual and
racial minorities, the book examines how a shared feeling of relationality and community produced by the
exile of shame shapes the political value of queer retrosexualities. The retrospective return to the 1950s
allows queer thinking to move away from the commodification of queer culture in the present that
masquerades as progress. Thus, the book theorizes how traumatic history becomes a valuable resource for
the political project of assembling collective memory as the base materials for imagining a different—and
more queer—future.
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From reader reviews:

Orlando Hernandez:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your knowledge
by the book entitled Queer Retrosexualities: The Politics of Reparative Return. Try to the actual book Queer
Retrosexualities: The Politics of Reparative Return as your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend
when you really feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every little
thing by the book. So , we should make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Nicole Norris:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Queer
Retrosexualities: The Politics of Reparative Return suitable to you? The particular book was written by well
known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Queer Retrosexualities: The Politics of Reparative
Returnis the main of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of
people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever know previous
to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the core of
this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So that you can
see the represented of the world on this book.

Amy Gutierrez:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this Queer
Retrosexualities: The Politics of Reparative Return, you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon
about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Daisy Harris:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Queer Retrosexualities: The
Politics of Reparative Return to make your personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the
sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and read
it. Beside that the book Queer Retrosexualities: The Politics of Reparative Return can to be your brand new



friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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