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Japan's so-called 'peace constitution' renounces war as a sovereign right of the nation, and bans the nation
from possessing any war potential. Yet Japan also maintains a large, world-class military organization,
namely the Self-Defence Forces (SDF). In this book, Tomoyuki Sasaki explores how the SDF enlisted
popular support from civil society and how civil society responded to the growth of the SDF.

Japan's Postwar Military and Civil Society details the interactions between the SDF and civil society over
four decades, from the launch of rearmament in 1950. These interactions include recruitment, civil
engineering, disaster relief, anti-SDF litigation, state financial support for communities with bases, and a
fear-mongering campaign against the Soviet Union. By examining these wide-range issues, the book
demonstrates how the militarization of society advanced as the SDF consolidated its ideological and socio-
economic ties with civil society and its role as a defender of popular welfare. While postwar Japan is often
depicted as a peaceful society, this book challenges such a view, and illuminates the prominent presence of
the military in people's everyday lives.
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From reader reviews:

Shane Bodine:

The book Japan's Postwar Military and Civil Society: Contesting a Better Life (SOAS Studies in Modern and
Contemporary Japan) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why
must we leave the best thing like a book Japan's Postwar Military and Civil Society: Contesting a Better Life
(SOAS Studies in Modern and Contemporary Japan)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to
closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is
possible to share all of these. Book Japan's Postwar Military and Civil Society: Contesting a Better Life
(SOAS Studies in Modern and Contemporary Japan) has simple shape but you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Ramon Jeter:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Japan's Postwar
Military and Civil Society: Contesting a Better Life (SOAS Studies in Modern and Contemporary Japan) is
kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

James Mace:

Japan's Postwar Military and Civil Society: Contesting a Better Life (SOAS Studies in Modern and
Contemporary Japan) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to
get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Japan's Postwar Military and Civil Society: Contesting a
Better Life (SOAS Studies in Modern and Contemporary Japan) but doesn't forget the main point, giving the
reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Lorraine Vargas:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Japan's Postwar Military and Civil Society: Contesting
a Better Life (SOAS Studies in Modern and Contemporary Japan) can be the response, oh how comes? A
book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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