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When twenty-two-year-old Dix Van Dyke arrived in Daggett, California, in 1901, the town was a wild and
raucous frontier settlement, with barrooms and brothels, silver mines and land swindles, cattle drives, and
shootouts at the Bucket of Blood saloon. Dix, a ranch-boy with no formal education but whose father and
uncle were writers, became the town's unofficial historian.

Edited and introduced by award-winning poet and nature writer Peter Wild, this is Dix Van Dyke's account
of how the twentieth century arrived in a California frontier town. Located a hundred miles outside Los
Angeles and just east of Barstow in the Mojave Desert, Daggett attracted a rich assortment of settlers lured
by the wealth of nearby silver mines or the promise of cheap farmland conjured up by dubious irrigation
schemes. With wit, humor, and a writer's eye for the telling detail, Dix describes the delicate beauty of the
desert and the human hopes that often ended in folly there.

Among the citizenry: • Mother Preston, a madam of sumptuous proportions and valorous spirit, capable of
locking the head of an unruly client in the crook of an immense arm and pummeling his face with her
windmilling fist.

• Death Valley Scotty, who claimed to have a fabulously rich gold mine at a secret location north of Daggett.
Only decades later was it discovered that Scotty's wealth came from an eccentric Chicago millionaire.

• Bill Frakes, who tried unsuccessfully to breed "coyote-killing sheep," and who prowled the wild
riverbottoms tracking real and imagined malefactors.

Dix also reveals the Van Dyke ranch as an unlikely crossroads for intellectuals, some of them famous.
Conservationist JohnMuir's visits included one memorable argument with Dix's Uncle John. Muir admirers
may be surprised at the tangle of family relationships begun when daughter Helen married Daggett resident
Buel Funk -- a story never told in print before.
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From reader reviews:

Marcy Ontiveros:

The book Daggett: Life in a Mojave Frontier Town (Creating the North American Landscape) gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book
can to become your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can
make reading a book Daggett: Life in a Mojave Frontier Town (Creating the North American Landscape) to
become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge
about several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a guide Daggett: Life
in a Mojave Frontier Town (Creating the North American Landscape). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Terri Rouse:

The book Daggett: Life in a Mojave Frontier Town (Creating the North American Landscape) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave
the good thing like a book Daggett: Life in a Mojave Frontier Town (Creating the North American
Landscape)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give
many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or details that
you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Daggett: Life in a Mojave
Frontier Town (Creating the North American Landscape) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has
great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is
very wonderful.

Jesus Puga:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you
is you don't know which you should start with. This Daggett: Life in a Mojave Frontier Town (Creating the
North American Landscape) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Ernest Ainsworth:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Daggett: Life in a Mojave Frontier Town
(Creating the North American Landscape) to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
idea about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and read it.
Beside that the book Daggett: Life in a Mojave Frontier Town (Creating the North American Landscape) can



to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the
time.
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