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In Ambient Rhetoric, Thomas Rickert seeks to dissolve the boundaries of the rhetorical tradition and its basic
dichotomy of subject and object. With the advent of new technologies, new media, and the dispersion of
human agency through external information sources, rhetoric can no longer remain tied to the autonomy of
human will and cognition as the sole determinants in the discursive act.

Rickert develops the concept of ambience in order to engage all of the elements that comprise the ecologies
in which we exist. Culling from Martin Heidegger’s hermeneutical phenomenology in Being and Time,
Rickert finds the basis for ambience in Heidegger’s assertion that humans do not exist in a vacuum; there is a
constant and fluid relation to the material, informational, and emotional spaces in which they dwell. Hence,
humans are not the exclusive actors in the rhetorical equation; agency can be found in innumerable things,
objects, and spaces. As Rickert asserts, it is only after we become attuned to these influences that rhetoric
can make a first step toward sufficiency.

Rickert also recalls the foundational Greek philosophical concepts of kairos (time), chora (space/place), and
periechon (surroundings) and cites their repurposing by modern and postmodern thinkers as “informational
scaffolding” for how we reason, feel, and act. He discusses contemporary theory in cognitive science,
rhetoric, and object-oriented philosophy to expand his argument for the essentiality of ambience to the field
of rhetoric. Rickert then examines works of ambient music that incorporate natural and artificial sound,
spaces, and technologies, finding them to be exemplary of a more fully resonant and experiential media.

In his preface, Rickert compares ambience to the fermenting of wine—how its distinctive flavor can be
traced to innumerable factors, including sun, soil, water, region, and grape variety. The environment and
company with whom it’s consumed further enhance the taste experience. And so it should be with
rhetoric—to be considered among all of its influences. As Rickert demonstrates, the larger world that we
inhabit (and that inhabits us) must be fully embraced if we are to advance as beings and rhetors within it.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Walsh:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read
this Ambient Rhetoric: The Attunements of Rhetorical Being (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture), you can tells
your family, friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
publication.

Maria Blanco:

Typically the book Ambient Rhetoric: The Attunements of Rhetorical Being (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture)
has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book
very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Mattie Priest:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do is just spending
your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several books in the top
collection in your reading list is Ambient Rhetoric: The Attunements of Rhetorical Being (Pitt Comp
Literacy Culture). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Virginia White:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Ambient Rhetoric: The Attunements of
Rhetorical Being (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture) to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of
reading talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn
it and mingle the sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to
wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the book Ambient Rhetoric: The Attunements of Rhetorical
Being (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture) can to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what
must you're doing of their time.
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