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Albert Taylor Bledsoe (1809–1877), a principal architect of the South’s “Lost Cause” mythology, remains
one of the Civil War generation’s most controversial intellectuals. In Albert Taylor Bledsoe: Defender of the
Old South and Architect of the Lost Cause, Terry A. Barnhart sheds new light on this provocative figure.

Bledsoe gained a respectable reputation in the 1840s and 1850s as a metaphysician and speculative
theologian. His two major works, An Examination of President Edwards’ Inquiry into the Freedom of the
Will (1845) and A Theodicy; Or, Vindication of the Divine Glory, As Manifested in the Constitution and
Government of the Moral World (1853), grapple with perplexing problems connected with causality,
Christian theology, and moral philosophy. His fervent defense of slavery and the constitutional right of
secession, however, solidified Bledsoe as one of the chief proponents of the idea of the Old South. In An
Essay on Liberty and Slavery (1856), he assailed egalitarianism and promoted the institution of slavery as a
positive good. A decade later, he continued to devote himself to fashioning the “Lost Cause” narrative as the
editor and proprietor of the Southern Review from 1867 until his death in 1877. He carried on a literary
tradition aimed to reconcile white southerners to what he and they viewed as the indignity of their defeat by
sanctifying their lost cause. Those who fought for the Confederacy, he argued, were not traitors but
honorable men who sacrificed for noble reasons.

This biography skillfully weaves Bledsoe’s extraordinary life history into a narrative that illustrates the
events that shaped his opinions and influenced his writings. Barnhart demonstrates how Bledsoe still speaks
directly, and sometimes eloquently, to the core issues that divided the nation in the 1860s and continue to
haunt it today.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Frizzell:

The reason why? Because this Albert Taylor Bledsoe: Defender of the Old South and Architect of the Lost
Cause (Southern Biography Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to
snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic
author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining
method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this
anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get
such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that
book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Tania Arney:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be Albert Taylor Bledsoe: Defender of the Old
South and Architect of the Lost Cause (Southern Biography Series) why because the amazing cover that
make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually
fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Delores Saenz:

You can spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Albert Taylor Bledsoe: Defender of the Old
South and Architect of the Lost Cause (Southern Biography Series) is simple to bring you can read it in the
park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed
book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your
smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Danielle Hawkins:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Albert Taylor Bledsoe: Defender of the Old South
and Architect of the Lost Cause (Southern Biography Series) was vibrant and of course has pictures on there.
As we know that book Albert Taylor Bledsoe: Defender of the Old South and Architect of the Lost Cause
(Southern Biography Series) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or
Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually
make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and
try to like reading that.
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