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The Hairstons are extraordinary families, both black and white, who share a complex and compelling history
that embodies the legacy of slavery and shows how that legacy has passed into our own time.

Opening at the remote North Carolina plantation of Cooleemee, The Hairstons reads like a gothic tale filled
with vexing mysteries. In an attempt to resolve those mysteries, Henry Wiencek crisscrossed the old
plantation country in Virginia, North Carolina, and Mississippi, seeking out Hairston descendants and
immersing himself in the musty archives of plantations and courthouses. The result is a richly textured
portrait of seven generations that examines the ambiguities of slavery and its painful aftermath.

The black family's story traces the triumphant rise of a remarkable people--the children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren of slaves--who took their rightful place in mainstream America. They are people who
tilled the land, built schools and churches, fought for civil rights, and shed their blood in war.

In contrast, it was the fate of the white family, once one of the wealthiest in America, to endure the decline
and fall of the Old South. At the heart of their experience lies the story of a lost child. Wiencek's search for
the true account of her life peels away layers of lies and myth to reveal a tale the slaveholders and their
descendants had kept hidden for almost a century and a half. Surprisingly, it was a tale not of horror, but
rather of love and heroism powerful enough to shake the foundation myth of the Old South.

The Hairstons ultimately addresses the universal human struggle to come to terms with the past, and offers a
parable of redemption, one that may in the end serve as a vital contribution to our nation's attempt to undo
the twisted historical legacy of the past.
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From reader reviews:

Brandi Huff:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Hairstons: An American
Family in Black and White book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in
this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Thomas Krieg:

The Hairstons: An American Family in Black and White can be one of your beginning books that are good
idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Hairstons: An American
Family in Black and White yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can certainly drawn you
into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Linda Gordon:

You can get this The Hairstons: An American Family in Black and White by look at the bookstore or Mall.
Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge.
Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by
simply e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose appropriate
ways for you.

Joshua Atkins:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book The Hairstons: An American Family in Black
and White to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing
when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion
about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn it.
Beside that the e-book The Hairstons: An American Family in Black and White can to be your friend when
you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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