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The train was packed with men. Men lying as still as if they were already dead. Men shaking with pain. One
man raving, jabbering, yelling, in delirium. Everywhere bandages . . . bandages . . . bandages . . . and blood.

Those words describe the moment when Private John Lewis Barkley first grasped the grim reality of the war
he had entered. The rest of Barkley’s memoir, first published in 1930 as No Hard Feelings and long out of
print, provides a vivid ground-level look at World War I through the eyes of a soldier whose exploits rivaled
those of Sergeant York.

A reconnaissance man and sniper, Barkley served in Company K of the 4th Infantry Regiment, a unit that
participated in almost every major American battle. The York-like episode that earned Barkley his
Congressional Medal of Honor occurred on October 7, 1918, when he climbed into an abandoned French
tank and singlehandedly held off an advancing German force, killing hundreds of enemy soldiers. But
Barkley’s memoir abounds with other memorable moments and vignettes, all in the words of a soldier who
witnessed war’s dangers and degradations but was not at all fazed by them.

Unlike other writers identified with the “Lost Generation,” he relished combat and made no apology for
having dispatched scores of enemy soldiers; yet he was as much an innocent abroad as a killing machine, as
witnessed by second thoughts over his sniper’s role, or by his determination to protect a youthful German
prisoner from American soldiers eager for retribution. This Missouri backwoodsman and sharpshooter was
also a bit of a troublemaker who smuggled liquor into camp, avoided promotions like the plague, and had a
soft heart for mademoiselles and fräuleins alike.

In his valuable introduction to this stirring memoir, Steven Trout helps readers to better grasp the historical
context and significance of this singular hero’s tale from one of our most courageous doughboys. Both
haunting and heartfelt, inspiring and entertaining, Scarlet Fields is a long overlooked gem that opens a new
window on our nation’s experience in World War I and brings back to life a bygone era.

Published in association with the National World War I Museum at Liberty Memorial

This book is part of the Modern War Studies series.
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From reader reviews:

Annie Hendricks:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out look for book, may
be the book untitled Scarlet Fields: The Combat Memoir of a World War I Medal of Honor Hero (Modern
War Studies) can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Justin Perry:

Scarlet Fields: The Combat Memoir of a World War I Medal of Honor Hero (Modern War Studies) can be
one of your beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve
has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into joy
arrangement in writing Scarlet Fields: The Combat Memoir of a World War I Medal of Honor Hero (Modern
War Studies) although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you
into new stage of crucial thinking.

Mark Gallegos:

This Scarlet Fields: The Combat Memoir of a World War I Medal of Honor Hero (Modern War Studies) is
new way for you who has attention to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge.
Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest
in reading this Scarlet Fields: The Combat Memoir of a World War I Medal of Honor Hero (Modern War
Studies) can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this particular book is easy
to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I
mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking
for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your better life as
well as knowledge.

Donna Eldridge:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Scarlet Fields: The Combat Memoir of a
World War I Medal of Honor Hero (Modern War Studies) to make your own reading is interesting. Your
skill of reading proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you



enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for
you to like to open up a book and go through it. Beside that the publication Scarlet Fields: The Combat
Memoir of a World War I Medal of Honor Hero (Modern War Studies) can to be a newly purchased friend
when you're feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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