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Direct democracy is alive and well in the United States. Citizens are increasingly using initiatives and
referendums to take the law into their own hands, overriding their elected officials to set tax, expenditure,
and social policies. John G. Matsusaka's For the Many or the Few provides the first even-handed and
historically based treatment of the subject.

Drawing upon a century of evidence, Matsusaka argues against the popular belief that initiative measures are
influenced by wealthy special interest groups that neglect the majority view. Examining demographic,
political, and opinion data, he demonstrates how the initiative process brings about systematic changes in tax
and expenditure policies of state and local governments that are generally supported by the citizens. He
concludes that, by and large, direct democracy in the form of the initiative process works for the benefit of
the many rather than the few.

An unprecedented, comprehensive look at the historical, empirical, and theoretical components of how
initiatives function within our representative democracy to increase political competition while avoiding the
tyranny of the majority, For the Many or the Few is a most timely and definitive work.
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From reader reviews:

Agustin Thornsberry:

Within other case, little people like to read book For the Many or the Few: The Initiative, Public Policy, and
American Democracy (American Politics and Political Economy Series). You can choose the best book if
you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a book For the Many or the Few:
The Initiative, Public Policy, and American Democracy (American Politics and Political Economy Series).
You can add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the
fact from book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known.
About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe
searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's examine.

Araceli Burns:

The actual book For the Many or the Few: The Initiative, Public Policy, and American Democracy
(American Politics and Political Economy Series) has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can
get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research just before
write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after perusing this book.

Ida Johnson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work the following
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer is usually For the Many or the Few: The Initiative, Public Policy, and American
Democracy (American Politics and Political Economy Series) why because the excellent cover that make
you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as
the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Robert Mills:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find
publication that need more time to be read. For the Many or the Few: The Initiative, Public Policy, and
American Democracy (American Politics and Political Economy Series) can be your answer because it can
be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.
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