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Yank Rachell and his mandolin playing style moved every musician lucky enough to hear him perform in the
early sixties. When he died in April 1997, he left behind a stack of unanswered requests to tour Europe and
to play blues festivals in the United States.

In Blues Mandolin Man: The Life and Music of Yank Rachell, Richard Congress delivers the first biography
of a family man whose playing inspired and energized the likes of David Honeyboy Edwards, Sleepy John
Estes, and Henry Townsend. No other biography discusses the mandolin's influence and role in the blues.

Guitar great Ry Cooder said, "Yank's style fascinated me because it had a lot of power and it's very raw-and
what a great thing to do, just attack this little instrument like that."

Charlie Musselwhite, the noted harp player, worked with Rachell and club hopped in Chicago with the elder
bluesman. "He just had a great spirit about him," Musselwhite said of Rachell's playing and singing, "really
just shouting it out. If the world was made up of people like Yank Rachell it would be a wonderful place to
live."

Blues Mandolin Man chronicles the life, times, and music of a man who was born into a family of
sharecroppers in 1910 in rural western Tennessee. An active musician for 75 years, Rachell mastered several
musical instruments and first recorded for Victor in Memphis in 1929. Through the blues, Rachell's world
expanded to include Chicago, New York, recording studios and, after the sixties, radio, TV, and national and
European tours.

Yank's recollections reveal new information about personalities and events that will delight blues history
buffs. Rich appendixes detail Yank's mandolin and guitar style and his place in the blues tradition.

For this book Richard Congress, who reissued two of Rachell's old LPs in CD format, worked closely with
him to record memories spanning decades of blues playing. Congress tells a compelling and engaging story
about a colorful and thoughtful character who as a child picked cotton and plowed a field behind a mule,
who grew to manhood coping with the southern Jim Crow system, and who participated in the creation and
perpetuation of the blues.

Richard Congress is the owner of Random Chance Records, a record company based in New York City.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Small:

The knowledge that you get from Blues Mandolin Man: The Life and Music of Yank Rachell (American
Made Music Series) is a more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Blues Mandolin Man:
The Life and Music of Yank Rachell (American Made Music Series) giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read
it because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this Blues Mandolin Man: The Life and Music of
Yank Rachell (American Made Music Series) instantly.

Patti Metivier:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Blues Mandolin
Man: The Life and Music of Yank Rachell (American Made Music Series) suitable to you? The book was
written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Blues Mandolin Man: The Life and Music
of Yank Rachell (American Made Music Series)is the main one of several books that will everyone read
now. This particular book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter
the new dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Walter Taylor:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Blues Mandolin Man: The Life and
Music of Yank Rachell (American Made Music Series) is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the
beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the
actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Mary Stone:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book and also novel and Blues Mandolin Man: The Life and Music of
Yank Rachell (American Made Music Series) as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After
you know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was
created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In
various other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Blues Mandolin Man: The Life and Music of



Yank Rachell (American Made Music Series) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of
book like here.
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