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* Haydon's first attempt at suicide ended when the low calibre bullet fired from his pistol fractured his
skull but failed to penetrate his brain.
* His second attempt also failed: a deep slash across his throat left a large pool of blood at the entrance to
his studio, but he was still able to reach his easel on the opposite side of the room.
*Only his third attempt, another cut to the throat which sprayed blood across his unfinished canvas, was
successful. He died face-down before the bespattered 'Alfred and the First British Jury', his final bid 'to
improve the taste of the English people' through the High Art of historical painting.
* Such intensity, struggle and near-comic inability to succeed encapsulate Haydon's career. Thirty years
before his death his huge, iconic paintings had made him the toast of early 19th-century London, drawing
paying crowds to the Egyptian Hall in Piccadilly for months and leading to nationwide tours.
* However, his attempt to repeat such success three months before his death was to destroy him: barely a
soul turned up, leaving the desperate painter alone, humiliated, and facing financial ruin.
* In A Genius for Failure Paul O'Keeffe makes clear that the real tragedy of Haydon lay in the extent to
which his failures were unwittingly engineered by his own actions - his refusal to resort to the painting of
fashionable portraits, for example, and his self-destructively acrimonious relationship with the RA.
* The company he kept - Keats, Shelley, Wordsworth, Sir Robert Peel and the Duke of Wellington, among
many others - and the momentous events he lived through - The Battle of Waterloo, the Coronation of
George IV, and the passing of the first Parliamentary Reform Bill - make A Genius for Failure not only the
definitive biography of this fascinating and tragic painter, but a stirring portrayal of an age.
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From reader reviews:

Ellen Farnsworth:

The book A Genius for Failure: The Life of Benjamin Robert Haydon can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book A Genius for
Failure: The Life of Benjamin Robert Haydon? A number of you have a different opinion about publication.
But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able
to share all of these. Book A Genius for Failure: The Life of Benjamin Robert Haydon has simple shape
however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open
up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Eric McDonald:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that
question simply because just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific A Genius for Failure:
The Life of Benjamin Robert Haydon to read.

Daniele Vaugh:

The e-book with title A Genius for Failure: The Life of Benjamin Robert Haydon posesses a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist
new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently.
That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in
new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Dana Vinson:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love A Genius for Failure: The Life of Benjamin
Robert Haydon, it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind
of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
named reading friends.
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