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What Is a Canadian?: Forty-Three Thought-Provoking Responses
Each of these essays begins with the words “A Canadian is . . .”. Each one is very different, producing a
fascinating book for all thinking Canadians.

Irvin Studin is an idealistic young Canadian who wanted to do something extraordinary for his country. So
he decided to approach leading Canadians — he calls them “sages” — to tell us what they believe defines us.
The people who responded eagerly, to produce an essay of 1,500 to 2,000 words, are, in his words, “all
distinguished Canadian thinkers and achievers from all walks of life — politics, the civil service, academia,
literature, journalism, business, the arts — from both official language groups, and from all regions of the
country, as well as from the Canadian diaspora.”

The strength of this book lies in the contributors, listed in the sidebar. The variety ranges from the funny —
“A Canadian is . . . someone who crosses the road to get to the middle” (Allan Fotheringham) through the
hostile — “. . . the citizen of a country badly in need of growing up” (William Watson) through the
surprising — “. . . adaptable. To illustrate, consider the depth and breadth of the Canadian woman’s
wardrobe” (Jennifer Welsh) or celebratory — “. . . a wonderful thing to be” (Bob Rae).

A Canadian is . . . certain to find this book fascinating.

Contributors:
Allan Fotheringham, Thomas Homer-Dixon, Roch Carrier, Jake MacDonald, George Elliott Clarke,
Margaret MacMillan, Thomas Franck, Rosemarie Kuptana, Gérald A. Beaudoin, Peter W. Hogg, George
Bowering, Christian Dufour, Paul Heinbecker, Mary Ellen Turpel-Lafond, John C. Crosbie, Audrey
McLaughlin, Roy MacGregor, Charlotte Gray, Hugh Segal, Janet McNaughton, Sujit Choudhry, Aritha van
Herk, L. Yves Fortier, Catherine Ford, Mark Kingwell, Silver Donald Cameron, Guy Laforest, Maria
Tippett, E. Kent Stetson, Louis Balthazar, Joy Kogawa, Wade MacLaughlan, Douglas Glover, Lorna
Marsden, Saeed Rahnema, Denis Stairs, Valerie Haig-Brown, Guy Saint-Pierre, William Watson, Doreen
Barrie, Jennifer Welsh, Bob Rae

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Tamera Duckett:

The book What Is a Canadian?: Forty-Three Thought-Provoking Responses give you a sense of feeling enjoy
for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book What
Is a Canadian?: Forty-Three Thought-Provoking Responses being your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know
everything if you like wide open and read a guide What Is a Canadian?: Forty-Three Thought-Provoking
Responses. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So
, how do you think about this book?

Arthur Pascual:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the publication untitled What Is a Canadian?: Forty-Three Thought-Provoking Responses can be
very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Ralph Capra:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this What Is a Canadian?: Forty-Three
Thought-Provoking Responses book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that
can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question What Is a
Canadian?: Forty-Three Thought-Provoking Responses as good book not merely by the cover but also from
the content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing one more
sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to yet another sixth sense.

Bradley Roberts:

The book untitled What Is a Canadian?: Forty-Three Thought-Provoking Responses contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very clear to see all the
people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The
author gives you in the new age of literary works. You can read this book because you can please read on
your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice
examine.
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