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What has philosophy to do with the poor? If, as has often been supposed, the poor have no time for
philosophy, then why have philosophers always made time for them? Why is the history of
philosophy—from Plato to Karl Marx to Jean-Paul Sartre to Pierre Bourdieu—the history of so many figures
of the poor: plebes, men of iron, the demos, artisans, common people, proletarians, the masses? Why have
philosophers made the shoemaker, in particular, a remarkably ubiquitous presence in this history? Does
philosophy itself depend on this thinking about the poor? If so, can it ever refrain from thinking for them?

Jacques Rancière’s The Philosopher and His Poor meditates on these questions in close readings of major
texts of Western thought in which the poor have played a leading role—sometimes as the objects of
philosophical analysis, sometimes as illustrations of philosophical argument. Published in France in 1983
and made available here for the first time in English, this consummate study assesses the consequences for
Marx, Sartre, and Bourdieu of Plato’s admonition that workers should do “nothing else” than their own
work. It offers innovative readings of these thinkers’ struggles to elaborate a philosophy of the poor.
Presenting a left critique of Bourdieu, the terms of which are largely unknown to an English-language
readership, The Philosopher and His Poor remains remarkably timely twenty years after its initial
publication.
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From reader reviews:

Myrtle Hamer:

The e-book untitled The Philosopher and His Poor is the e-book that recommended to you to see. You can
see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that author use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration
when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might
get the e-book of The Philosopher and His Poor from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Kathryn Mullins:

The reason why? Because this The Philosopher and His Poor is an unordinary book that the inside of the
book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret this inside. Reading this book
close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the content interior easier
to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the
other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still
want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Dominic Maddock:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Philosopher and His
Poor, you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out
type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as
reading friends.

Robert Lewis:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This The Philosopher and His Poor is simple
bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not possess
much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much easier
to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.
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