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A group of former gang members come together to help one another answer the question “How can I
be a good father when I’ve never had one?”
 
In 2010, former gang leader turned community activist Big Mike Cummings asked UCLA gang expert Jorja
Leap to co-lead a group of men struggling to be better fathers in Watts, South Los Angeles, a neighborhood
long burdened with a legacy of racialized poverty, violence, and incarceration. These men, black and brown,
from late adolescence to middle age, are trying to heal themselves and their community, and above all to
build their identities as fathers. Each week, they come together to help one another answer the question
“How can I be a good father when I’ve never had one?”

Project Fatherhood follows the lives of the men as they struggle with the pain of their own losses, the
chronic pressures of poverty and unemployment, and the unquenchable desire to do better and provide more
for the next generation. Although the group begins as a forum for them to discuss issues relating to their
roles as parents, it slowly grows to mean much more: it becomes a place where they can share jokes and
traumatic experiences, joys and sorrows. As the men repair their own lives and gain confidence, the group
also becomes a place for them to plan and carry out activities to help the Watts community grow as well as
thrive.

By immersing herself in the lived experiences of those working to overcome their circumstances, Leap not
only dramatically illustrates the realities of fathers trying to do the right thing, but she also paints a larger
sociological portrait of how institutional injustices become manifest in the lives of ordinary people. At a time
in which racial justice seems more elusive than ever—stymied by the generational cycles of mass
incarceration and the cradle-to-prison pipeline—the group’s development over time demonstrates real-life
movement toward solutions as the men help one another make their families and their community stronger.
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From reader reviews:

David Pell:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take
a move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Project Fatherhood: A
Story of Courage and Healing in One of America's Toughest Communities? Maybe it is being best activity
for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Anna Gann:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read any book. It
is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a guide.
The book Project Fatherhood: A Story of Courage and Healing in One of America's Toughest Communities
it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading
this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can
m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high
quality.

Esther Watson:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Project Fatherhood: A
Story of Courage and Healing in One of America's Toughest Communities which is obtaining the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Paulette Wang:

This Project Fatherhood: A Story of Courage and Healing in One of America's Toughest Communities is
brand new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger details.
Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest
in reading this Project Fatherhood: A Story of Courage and Healing in One of America's Toughest
Communities can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this book is easy to get
simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the
e-book contact form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the
answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It



should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life and also
knowledge.
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