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No one believed I was destined for greatness.
 
So begins Isabella’s story, in this evocative, vividly imagined novel about one of history’s most famous and
controversial queens—the warrior who united a fractured country, the champion of the faith whose reign
gave rise to the Inquisition, and the visionary who sent Columbus to discover a New World. Acclaimed
author C. W. Gortner envisages the turbulent early years of a woman whose mythic rise to power would go
on to transform a monarchy, a nation, and the world.
 
Young Isabella is barely a teenager when she and her brother are taken from their mother’s home to live
under the watchful eye of their half-brother, King Enrique, and his sultry, conniving queen. There, Isabella is
thrust into danger when she becomes an unwitting pawn in a plot to dethrone Enrique. Suspected of treason
and held captive, she treads a perilous path, torn between loyalties, until at age seventeen she suddenly finds
herself heiress of Castile, the largest kingdom in Spain. Plunged into a deadly conflict to secure her crown,
she is determined to wed the one man she loves yet who is forbidden to her—Fernando, prince of Aragon.
 
As they unite their two realms under “one crown, one country, one faith,” Isabella and Fernando face an
impoverished Spain beset by enemies. With the future of her throne at stake, Isabella resists the zealous
demands of the inquisitor Torquemada even as she is seduced by the dreams of an enigmatic navigator
named Columbus. But when the Moors of the southern domain of Granada declare war, a violent,
treacherous battle against an ancient adversary erupts, one that will test all of Isabella’s resolve, her courage,
and her tenacious belief in her destiny.
 
From the glorious palaces of Segovia to the battlefields of Granada and the intrigue-laden gardens of Seville,
The Queen’s Vow sweeps us into the tumultuous forging of a nation and the complex, fascinating heart of the
woman who overcame all odds to become Isabella of Castile.

Look for special features inside. Join the Random House Reader’s Circle for author chats and more.

Praise for The Queen’s Vow
 
“A masterwork by a skilled craftsman . . . Make a vow to read this book.”—New York Journal of Books
 
“A beautifully crafted piece of historical fiction . . . Gortner’s vivid details blend with his deeply intensive
research to re-create Isabella and Castile in a way that the reader will find compelling and immersive,
bringing not just the Queen but the whole nation to life.”—RT Book Reviews
 
“A fascinating story . . . Through his creative and spellbinding storytelling, Gortner’s readers come to know
Isabella intimately in mind, heart and body as she lives through a tumultuous time, her intense longing to be
the determiner of her own unique destiny.”—Wichita Falls Times Record News
 
“A novel of triumph as Isabella vanquishes her enemies one by one . . . [She is] a very human and appealing
character.”—The Roanoke Times
 



“Politically charged, passionate . . . [a] well-researched, intriguing historical.”—Bookreporter
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Berg:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading whatever
they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Queen's Vow: A Novel of Isabella of Castile.

Jeffrey Sandoval:

Here thing why this specific The Queen's Vow: A Novel of Isabella of Castile are different and reputable to
be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content than it which is the
content is as delicious as food or not. The Queen's Vow: A Novel of Isabella of Castile giving you
information deeper and in different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no reserve that
similar with The Queen's Vow: A Novel of Isabella of Castile. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open
up your personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened
around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by
train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Queen's Vow: A
Novel of Isabella of Castile in e-book can be your alternative.

Lynnette Cash:

The knowledge that you get from The Queen's Vow: A Novel of Isabella of Castile may be the more deep
you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Queen's Vow: A Novel of Isabella of Castile giving
you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood
through anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also
makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of The Queen's Vow: A Novel of Isabella
of Castile instantly.

Sheila Collins:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Queen's Vow: A Novel of Isabella of Castile can make you feel more



interested to read.
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