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How Patients ThinkAt age twenty-one, Chloë Atkins began suffering from a mysterious illness, the
symptoms of which rapidly worsened. Paralyzed for months at a time, she frequently required intubation and
life support. She eventually became quadriplegic, dependent both on a wheelchair and on health
professionals who refused to believe there was anything physically wrong with her. When test after test
returned inconclusive results, Atkins's doctors pronounced her symptoms psychosomatic. Atkins was told not
only that she was going to die but also that this was her own fault; they concluded she was so emotionally
deranged that she was willing her own death.My Imaginary Illness is the compelling story of Atkins's
decades-long battle with a disease deemed imaginary, her frustration with a succession of doctors and
diagnoses, her immersion in the world of psychotherapy, and her excruciating physical and emotional
journey back to wellness. As both a political theorist and patient, Atkins provides a narrative critique of
contemporary medicine and its problematic handling of uncertainty and of symptoms that are not easily
diagnosed or known. She convincingly illustrates that medicine's belief in evidence-based practice does not
mean that individual doctors are capable of objectivity, nor that the presence of biomedical ethics invokes
ethical practices in hospitals and clinics. A foreword by Bonnie Blair O'Connor, who teaches medical
students how to listen to patients, and a clinical commentary by Dr. Brian David Hodges, a professor of
psychiatry, enrich the book's narrative with practical guidance for medical practitioners and patients alike.
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From reader reviews:

Neil Turner:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will require this My Imaginary Illness: A Journey into Uncertainty and Prejudice in
Medical Diagnosis (The Culture and Politics of Health Care Work).

Stacee Stern:

The book My Imaginary Illness: A Journey into Uncertainty and Prejudice in Medical Diagnosis (The
Culture and Politics of Health Care Work) can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book My Imaginary
Illness: A Journey into Uncertainty and Prejudice in Medical Diagnosis (The Culture and Politics of Health
Care Work)? Some of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many
facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that
you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book My Imaginary Illness: A
Journey into Uncertainty and Prejudice in Medical Diagnosis (The Culture and Politics of Health Care Work)
has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the
enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Paula Cofield:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This My Imaginary Illness: A Journey
into Uncertainty and Prejudice in Medical Diagnosis (The Culture and Politics of Health Care Work) is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this
era.

Shawn Mathison:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon.



The My Imaginary Illness: A Journey into Uncertainty and Prejudice in Medical Diagnosis (The Culture and
Politics of Health Care Work) will give you new experience in studying a book.
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