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When it appeared in 1670, Baruch Spinoza's Theological-Political Treatise was denounced as the most
dangerous book ever published--"godless," "full of abominations," "a book forged in hell . . . by the devil
himself." Religious and secular authorities saw it as a threat to faith, social and political harmony, and
everyday morality, and its author was almost universally regarded as a religious subversive and political
radical who sought to spread atheism throughout Europe. Yet Spinoza's book has contributed as much as the
Declaration of Independence or Thomas Paine's Common Sense to modern liberal, secular, and democratic
thinking. In A Book Forged in Hell, Steven Nadler tells the fascinating story of this extraordinary book: its
radical claims and their background in the philosophical, religious, and political tensions of the Dutch
Golden Age, as well as the vitriolic reaction these ideas inspired.

It is not hard to see why Spinoza's Treatise was so important or so controversial, or why the uproar it caused
is one of the most significant events in European intellectual history. In the book, Spinoza became the first to
argue that the Bible is not literally the word of God but rather a work of human literature; that true religion
has nothing to do with theology, liturgical ceremonies, or sectarian dogma; and that religious authorities
should have no role in governing a modern state. He also denied the reality of miracles and divine
providence, reinterpreted the nature of prophecy, and made an eloquent plea for toleration and democracy.

A vivid story of incendiary ideas and vicious backlash, A Book Forged in Hell will interest anyone who is
curious about the origin of some of our most cherished modern beliefs.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Head:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot
more to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this A Book Forged in Hell: Spinoza's
Scandalous Treatise and the Birth of the Secular Age book since this book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you
probably know this.

Nicholas Poston:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the whole day to
reading a guide. The book A Book Forged in Hell: Spinoza's Scandalous Treatise and the Birth of the
Secular Age it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-
book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this
book possesses high quality.

Cindy Mattis:

This A Book Forged in Hell: Spinoza's Scandalous Treatise and the Birth of the Secular Age is brand new
way for you who has curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you
onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this A
Book Forged in Hell: Spinoza's Scandalous Treatise and the Birth of the Secular Age can be the light food to
suit your needs because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books
create itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book contact form. People who
think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't
miss the idea! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and also knowledge.

Ora Orozco:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the
books in the top record in your reading list is A Book Forged in Hell: Spinoza's Scandalous Treatise and the



Birth of the Secular Age. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in
turning into precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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