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When Hurricane Katrina struck New Orleans, the world reacted with shock on seeing residents of this
distinctive city left abandoned to the floodwaters. After the last rescue was completed, a new worry
arose—that New Orleans’s unique historic fabric sat in ruins, and we had lost one of the most charming old
cities of the New World.

 

In Patina, anthropologist Shannon Lee Dawdy examines what was lost and found through the destruction of
Hurricane Katrina. Tracking the rich history and unique physicality of New Orleans, she explains how it
came to adopt the nickname “the antique city.” With innovative applications of “thing theory,” Patina
studies the influence of specific items—such as souvenirs, heirlooms, and Hurricane Katrina ruins—to
explore how the city’s residents use material objects to comprehend time, history, and their connection to
one another. A leading figure in “archaeology of the contemporary,” Dawdy draws on archaeological
evidence, archival and literary texts, and dozens of post-Katrina interviews to explore how the patina
aesthetic informs a political nostalgia that is critical of the present. An intriguing study of the power of
everyday objects, Patina demonstrates how sharing in the care of a historic landscape can unite a city’s
population—despite extreme divisions of class and race—and help envision a way of life that offers not a
return to the past, but an alternative future.
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From reader reviews:

Cary Barrett:

This Patina: A Profane Archaeology book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in
your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this book incredible
fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get.
That Patina: A Profane Archaeology without we understand teach the one who reading it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Patina: A Profane Archaeology can bring whenever
you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your lovely
laptop even cellphone. This Patina: A Profane Archaeology having fine arrangement in word along with
layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Shane Bodine:

The feeling that you get from Patina: A Profane Archaeology is a more deep you excavating the information
that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be
aware of but Patina: A Profane Archaeology giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article writer
conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the
author of this e-book is well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well.
Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise
you for having this specific Patina: A Profane Archaeology instantly.

Jo Villegas:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic
as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be Patina: A Profane Archaeology why because the
great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content
is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this
book.

Jill Lee:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended to your account is Patina: A Profane Archaeology this reserve consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the world has grown
up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.
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