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Legends are stories that spring from the collective consciousness of a people -- no one writer ever invented
the adventures of Robin Hood, the fanciful tales of the Buddha's childhood, or the exploits of the Aboriginal
outlaw Yagan. Although legends have their roots in undefined history, and are shaped by constant telling and
retelling, they become legends only after the facts have been transformed by the popular imagination, when
real people become magical beasts, demons, or men with supernatural powers. Here are the most important,
most popular, and most curious legends from each of the five continents, and from sophisticated and
primitive cultures alike, have been chosen by thirty-four experts. These writers relate the cultural context of
each legend. The authors also describe the effects these stories had on the people who first heard them. And
they trace, where appropriate, the legends' distant origins recorded events and characters. A comparative
survey charts the recurring themes and motifs, providing a fascinating account of how the same legend, with
minor variations, appears in many different parts of the world. The fine pen-and-ink drawings by the
distinguished artist Eric Fraser evoke the magical quality of these timeless stories. Richard Cavendish, the
General Editor, was also the General Editor of the multi-volume encyclopedia "Man, Myth and Magic" and
"The Encyclopedia of the Unexplained". He is the author of several books on religion and the occult,
including "Visions of Hell" and "King Arthur and the Grail".
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From reader reviews:

Lisa McCann:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Legends of the World.

Leonard Santiago:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book Legends of the World. All type of
book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Donald Pate:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
study a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The Legends of the World
offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Judy Sigmund:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Legends of the World or perhaps
others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read
more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are
helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes
Legends of the World to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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