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Maria Sirena tells stories. She does it for money—she was a favorite in the cigar factory where she worked
as a lettora—and for love, spinning gossamer tales out of her own past for the benefit of friends, neighbors,
and family. But now, like a modern-day Scheherazade, she will be asked to tell one last story so that eight
women can keep both hope and themselves alive.
 
Cuba, 1963. Hurricane Flora, one of the deadliest hurricanes in recorded history, is bearing down on the
island. Seven women have been forcibly evacuated from their homes and herded into the former governor’s
mansion, where they are watched over by another woman, a young soldier of Castro’s new Cuba named
Ofelia. Outside the storm is raging and the floodwaters are rising. In a single room on the top floor of the
governor’s mansion, Maria Sirena begins to tell the incredible story of her childhood during Cuba’s Third
War of Independence; of her father Augustin, a ferocious rebel; of her mother, Lulu, an astonishing woman
who fought, loved, dreamed, and suffered as fiercely as her husband. Stories, however, have a way of taking
on a life of their own, and transported by her story’s momentum, Maria Sirena will reveal more about herself
than she or anyone ever expected.
 
Chantel Acevedo’s The Distant Marvels is an epic adventure tale, a family saga, a love story, a stunning
historical account of armed struggle against oppressors, and a long tender plea for forgiveness. It is, finally, a
life-affirming novel about the kind of love that lasts a lifetime and the very art of storytelling itself.
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From reader reviews:

Merideth Davis:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Distant Marvels. Try to face the book The Distant
Marvels as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside that course
make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Leroy Raymond:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book The Distant Marvels. You can choose the best book if
you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book The Distant
Marvels. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right,
mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you can be
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a
book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the
library. Let's study.

Paul Lopez:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled
The Distant Marvels the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that
maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a e-
book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The The
Distant Marvels giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you
useful details for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body and
mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Deanne Mohammed:

The Distant Marvels can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that
straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get
every word into joy arrangement in writing The Distant Marvels but doesn't forget the main place, giving the
reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great
information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.
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