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This ravishing book opens a window into the lives, designs, and passions of Mariano Fortuny and William
Morris, two remarkable artists who themselves are passions of the writer A. S. Byatt.

Born a generation apart in the mid-1800s, Fortuny and Morris were seeming opposites: Fortuny a Spanish
aristocrat thrilled by the sun-baked cultures of Crete and Knossos; Morris a member of the British
bourgeoisie, enthralled by Nordic myths. Through their revolutionary inventions and textiles, both men
inspired a new variety of art that is as striking today as when it was first conceived. In this elegant
meditation, Byatt traces their genius right to the source.

Fortuny’s Palazzo Pesaro Orfei in Venice is a warren of dark spaces imbued with the rich hues of Asia. In his
attic workshop, Fortuny created intricate designs from glowing silks and velvets; in the palazzo he found
“happiness in a glittering cavern” alongside the French model who became his wife and collaborator,
including on the famous “Delphos” dress—a flowing, pleated gown that evoked the era of classical Greece.

Morris’s Red House outside London, with its Gothic turrets and secret gardens, helped inspire his stunning
floral and geometric patterns; it likewise represented a coming together of life and art. But it was a “sweet
simple old place” called Kelmscott Manor in the countryside that he loved best—even when it became the
setting for his wife’s love affair with the artist Dante Gabriel Rossetti.

Generously illustrated with the artists’ beautiful designs—pomegranates and acanthus, peacock and
vine—among other aspects of their worlds, this marvel-filled book brings the visions and ideas of Fortuny
and Morris to vivid life.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffery Whitley:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Peacock & Vine: On William Morris and Mariano Fortuny.
Try to face the book Peacock & Vine: On William Morris and Mariano Fortuny as your pal. It means that it
can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than
ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more confidence because you
can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Jennifer Nava:

This Peacock & Vine: On William Morris and Mariano Fortuny is great e-book for you because the content
and that is full of information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision every minute.
That book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences in
it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Peacock & Vine:
On William Morris and Mariano Fortuny in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not
ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second
right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do
you still doubt which?

Geraldine Carlson:

You could spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Peacock & Vine: On William Morris and
Mariano Fortuny is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon.
If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you
simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.

Nancy Page:

Beside this Peacock & Vine: On William Morris and Mariano Fortuny in your phone, it could give you a
way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to
got here is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Peacock & Vine: On William Morris and Mariano Fortuny because this
book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's all about.
Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as
well as read it from right now!
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