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In the spring of 1846 James K. Polk announced that the Mexican Army had invaded United States territory
and had “shed American blood upon the American soil.” This political rhetoric, as Glenn W. Price
establishes in Origins of the War with Mexico: The Polk-Stockton Intrigue, is part of the myth of American
innocence. It represents the “internal contradiction between professed values and patterns of action,”
perpetuated by American historical writing that emphasizes national consequences of the acquisition of
foreign territory and minimizes both its international significance and the importance of the diplomatic and
military methods used.

A conflict with Mexico, leading to territorial expansion of the United States, was not unwanted. California
was Polk’s prime objective from the beginning of his administration, and this Mexican province was to be
acquired by conquest in a war initiated on the Texas-Mexican border. To this end Polk sent several agents to
Texas, but the man at the center of the war intrigue was Commodore Robert F. Stockton, independently
wealthy, prominent in politics, and the head of great business enterprises.

Sufficient evidence exists to substantiate in every important particular the steps in Polk’s path of intrigue: his
attempts to bribe Mexican officials; his efforts to encourage revolutionary forces in the Mexican provinces;
his use of the threat of force to frighten Mexico into selling California; his attempt to initiate a war by proxy
through the government of Texas and Anson Jones.

If Polk was unwilling to assume responsibility for aggressive war, Stockton was not; he arrived in Galveston
with a squadron of naval vessels in May of 1845, prepared to finance an army of three thousand men from
his personal funds to avoid the overt involvement of the government of the United States. But, says Price, for
all the internationally dangerous implications of such a maneuver, the two men who played the chief roles in
the war intrigue of 1845 are representative in their written and spoken expression of faith in American
righteousness of action and in the American tradition of the divine mission.

Based on extensive research into the written and spoken words of the people who were involved, directly and
indirectly, in the events, this analysis (which will be considered revisionist) of the origins of the War with
Mexico is the result of the kind of objective approach to national history for which the author makes a plea in
his preface and conclusion and in his interpretive comments throughout the work. The historian, Price
believes, “has the extraordinary advantage of being able to examine mankind from that distance and
elevation and detachment which so often reveals, as it is designed to reveal, the gulf between pretension and
performance.”
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From reader reviews:

John Augustine:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Origins of the War
with Mexico: The Polk-Stockton Intrigue? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside you
can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it
has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Elsie Wallace:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an individual
is you don't know what type you should start with. This Origins of the War with Mexico: The Polk-Stockton
Intrigue is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Chantal Dow:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this aren't like that. This Origins of the War with Mexico: The Polk-Stockton Intrigue book is
readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to
you. The writer regarding Origins of the War with Mexico: The Polk-Stockton Intrigue content conveys the
thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information
but it just different as it. So , do you still thinking Origins of the War with Mexico: The Polk-Stockton
Intrigue is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Michael Robinson:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book,
and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book
that recommended to your account is Origins of the War with Mexico: The Polk-Stockton Intrigue this
publication consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented
how does the world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand.
The particular writer made some study when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.
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