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Nels Anderson’s World War I Diary provides a rare glimpse into the wartime experiences of one of the most
well-respected sociologists of the twentieth century, the renowned author of The Hobo (1920) and Desert
Saints: The Mormon Frontier in Utah (1942). Anderson, a keen observer of people, places, and events his
entire life, joined the U.S. Army in 1918 at the age of 29 and was sent to Europe to fight as part of the Allied
Expeditionary Force (AEF) under General Pershing. Because keeping a journal was strongly discouraged
among American forces during WWI, particularly among the rank-and-file soldiers, Anderson’s diary stands
as a rare gem. Furthermore, it is the only known account of war service during WWI by a member of the
LDS Church. Anderson joined the Mormon faith after accepting the hospitality of an extended Mormon
ranching family during his travels throughout the American West as a working hobo.

Anderson’s accounts of the St. Mihiel and Meuse-Argonne offensives are particularly remarkable given the
challenges of keeping a detailed journal amidst the chaos and suffering of the war’s Western Front. His
insights into the depravity and callousness of war are buttressed with intimate human portraits of those to
whom he was closest. The war years provided many formative experiences that would prove to have a
lasting influence on Anderson’s views regarding the working poor, authority, and human values; this would
come to bear heavily on his later work as a pioneering sociologist at the University of Chicago, where he
helped establish participant observation as a research method. The many introspective entries contained in
this volume will be of  reat interest to military historians and history buffs as well as to those in the social
sciences looking to find the intellectual origins of Anderson’s later work in the burgeoning field of
sociology.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Mele:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Nels Anderson's World War I Diary. Try to make the book Nels
Anderson's World War I Diary as your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel
alone and beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The
book makes you more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

James Lindberg:

The book Nels Anderson's World War I Diary will bring that you the new experience of reading a book. The
author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book very
suitable to you. The book Nels Anderson's World War I Diary is much recommended to you to learn. You
can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Robin Curtin:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always
try to improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book.
One of them is this Nels Anderson's World War I Diary.

Catherine Scott:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Nels Anderson's World War I Diary to make your
current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and
examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and examine it. Beside that the
guide Nels Anderson's World War I Diary can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone
and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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