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During his thirty-eight-year career as a military officer, Henry Clay Merriam received the Medal of Honor
for his service in the Civil War, rose to prominence in the Western army, and exerted significant influence on
the American West by establishing military posts, protecting rail lines, and maintaining an uneasy peace
between settlers and Indians.
Historian Jack Stokes Ballard’s new study of Merriam’s life and career sheds light on the experience of the
western fort builders, whose impact on the US westward expansion, though less dramatic, was just as lasting
as that of Indian fighters such as Custer and Sheridan. Further, Merriam’s lengthy period in command of
black troops offers a study in leadership and important understandings about the conditions under which
African Americans served on the Western frontier.
During the course of his service, Merriam crisscrossed the country, from Brownsville, Texas, to the Pacific
Northwest and Vancouver Barracks, serving in eastern Washington, California, and Denver.
Drawing extensively on the many letters and records associated with Merriam’s long army career, Ballard
presents his service in a wide range of settings, many of which have become the stuff of Western history:
from conflict with Mexican revolutionaries on the Rio Grande to the miners’ riots in Coeur d’Alene.
Ballard’s careful research provides a vivid picture of the military’s role in the westward expansion.
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From reader reviews:

Maureen Perdue:

The book untitled Commander and Builder of Western Forts: The Life and Times of Major General Henry C.
Merriam, 1862-1901 contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy
technique. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the
idea. The book was published by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of literary works. It
is easy to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book
within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official
web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.

Mavis Strain:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is Commander and Builder of Western Forts: The Life and Times of Major
General Henry C. Merriam, 1862-1901 this reserve consist a lot of the information from the condition of this
world now. This book was represented how does the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer
value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some research when he makes this book. This is
why this book appropriate all of you.

Erik Hilyard:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Commander and Builder of
Western Forts: The Life and Times of Major General Henry C. Merriam, 1862-1901 can be the answer, oh
how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Hattie Adkins:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news.
In this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
in search of the Commander and Builder of Western Forts: The Life and Times of Major General Henry C.
Merriam, 1862-1901 when you necessary it?
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