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The founding of Home Box Office in the early 1970s was a harbinger of the innovations that transformed
television as an industry and a technology in the decades that followed. HBO quickly became synonymous
with subscription television and became the leading force in cable programming. Having interests in
television, motion picture, and home video industries was crucial to its success. HBO diversified into
original television and movie production, home video sales, and international distribution as these once-
separate entertainment sectors began converging into a global entertainment industry in the mid-1980s. HBO
has grown from a domestic movie channel to an international cable-and-satellite network with a presence in
over seventy countries. It is now a full-service content provider with a distinctive brand of original
programming and landmark shows such as The Sopranos and Sex and the City. The network is widely
recognized for its award-winning, innovative and provocative programming, including dramatic series such
as Six Feet Under and The Wire, miniseries such as Band of Brothers and Angels in America, comedies such
as Curb Your Enthusiasm and Def Comedy Jam, sports shows such as Inside the NFL and Real Sports with
Bryant Gumbel, documentary series such as Taxi Cab Confessions and Autopsy, and six Oscar-winning
documentaries between 1999 and 2004. In The Essential HBO Reader, editors Gary R. Edgerton and Jeffrey
P. Jones bring together an accomplished group of scholars to explain how HBO's programming transformed
the world of cable television and how the network continues to shape popular culture and the television
industry. Now, after more than three and a half decades, HBO has won acclaim in four distinct programming
areas -- drama, comedy, sports, and documentaries -- emerging as TV's gold standard for its breakout series
and specials. The Essential HBO Reader provides a comprehensive and compelling examination of HBO's
development into the prototypical entertainment corporation of the twenty-first century.
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From reader reviews:

Alyssa Cox:

This book untitled The Essential HBO Reader (Essential Readers in Contemporary Media and Culture) to be
one of several books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you
can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it through
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from
your list.

Brandon Riddle:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent all day every day to reading a reserve. The book The Essential HBO Reader (Essential Readers in
Contemporary Media and Culture) it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this
book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to develop this
book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The
price is not too costly but this book features high quality.

Deanna Nance:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Essential HBO Reader (Essential
Readers in Contemporary Media and Culture) can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You
are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Cheryl Saldana:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book The Essential HBO Reader (Essential Readers in Contemporary Media and
Culture) was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to
get book that you just wanted.
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