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Assuming no prior knowledge, Understanding Syntax illustrates the major concepts, categories and
terminology associated with the study of cross-linguistic syntax. A theory-neutral and descriptive viewpoint
is taken throughout. Starting with an overview of what syntax is, the book moves on to an explanation of
word classes (such as noun, verb, adjective) and then to a discussion of sentence structure in the world’s
languages. Grammatical constructions and relationships between words in a clause are explained and
thoroughly illustrated, including grammatical relations such as subject and object; function-changing
processes such as the passive and antipassive; case and agreement processes, including both ergative and
accusative alignments; verb serialization; head-marking and dependent-marking grammars; configurational
and non-configurational languages; questions and relative clauses. The final chapter explains and illustrates
the principles involved in writing a brief syntactic sketch of a language, enabling the reader to construct a
grammatical sketch of a language known to them. Data from approximately 100 languages appears in the
text, with languages representing widely differing geographical areas and distinct language families. The
book will be essential for courses in cross-linguistic syntax, language typology, and linguistic fieldwork, as
well as for basic syntactic description.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Cornejo:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Understanding Syntax (Understanding Language). Try to stumble
through book Understanding Syntax (Understanding Language) as your buddy. It means that it can to be
your friend when you experience alone and beside that course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by the
book. So , let's make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Scottie Hicks:

This Understanding Syntax (Understanding Language) are reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The explanation of this Understanding Syntax (Understanding Language) can be
among the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed
you with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring
it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that
this Understanding Syntax (Understanding Language) giving you an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it
and enjoy reading.

George Rodriguez:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this Understanding Syntax (Understanding Language), you are able to tells your
family, friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
publication.

Bonnie Thorp:

The reason why? Because this Understanding Syntax (Understanding Language) is an unordinary book that
the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way makes the
content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot
of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking way.



So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.
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