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Americans living in the mid 20th century saw momentous change. A decade of severe economic depression
in the 1930s was followed by the largest scale war the world had ever seen. In Pushing the Limits, Elaine
Tyler May shows how women's lives in the United States reflected and helped to shape these world changes.
During the war, women joined the military effort through the WACS (Women's Army Corps) and the
WAVES (Women Accepted for Voluntary Emergency Services). Production demands drew women into
manufacturing jobs and broadcast the famous image of Rosie the Riveter. After the war, women were
encouraged to give up their jobs to the returning veterans and resume their tasks as wives and mothers.
We discover that women of all backgrounds pushed the limits of their circumstances, whether they were
college educated homemakers working to elevate the job of housewife to a respected career, working class
women struggling to preserve the gains of wartime, or African American women leading the struggle for
civil rights. Popular culture of the 1950s--TV shows such as "Ozzie and Harriet," "Leave It To Beaver," and
"Father Knows Best"--promoted the subservient wife in a traditional nuclear family and kept women as
homemakers. At the same time, however, women such as Rosa Parks became household names as they
challenged racial and gender discrimination. These women, May reveals, paved the way for the political,
sexual, and social movements of the 1960s and the feminist gains that would follow.
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From reader reviews:

Ana Steadman:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Pushing the Limits: American Women 1940-1961 (Young Oxford
History of Women in the United States). Try to the actual book Pushing the Limits: American Women 1940-
1961 (Young Oxford History of Women in the United States) as your close friend. It means that it can to get
your friend when you sense alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Thomas Melendez:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
man or woman? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster.
And you have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that
question since just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific Pushing the Limits: American
Women 1940-1961 (Young Oxford History of Women in the United States) to read.

Gail Rodriguez:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just
watching TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is
look different you can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read
you can spent the whole day to reading a publication. The book Pushing the Limits: American Women 1940-
1961 (Young Oxford History of Women in the United States) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of folks
that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough
space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart
phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.

Amy Lewis:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is known as of
book Pushing the Limits: American Women 1940-1961 (Young Oxford History of Women in the United
States). You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your
knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can



bring you from one location to other place.
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