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O-Bon in Chimunesu: A Community Remembered is a moving tribute to a community of Japanese-Canadians
and the way they lived their lives.

Prior to the Second World War, when Canada's official policy of internment changed the lives of Japanese-
Canadians forever, the Vancouver Island town of Chemainus ("Chimunesu") was home to a thriving
Japanese-Canadian community, whose members struggled to adapt to the difficulties of life in a new country,
while at the same time keeping their own traditions alive. During the war, Japanese-Canadians on the west
coast were shunted off to internment camps in the British Columbia interior, and were not permitted to return
until 1949. Most decided to take up new roots elsewhere, and what had been a significant community in
Chemainus was relegated to memory.

Catherine Lang was a freelance reporter working on a story when she attended a 1991 reunion of Chemainus'
former Japanese-Canadian community. The reunion occurred during O-bon, the annual Buddhist festival for
the dead, in which burning candles light the way for the souls of ancestors. Lang couldn't resist such a
meaningful encounter with living history.

O-Bon in Chimunesu consists of poignant personal narratives of former residents of Chemainus' Japanese-
Canadian community. They include the stories of Shige Yoshida, who after being refused entry into the Boy
Scouts, formed his own troop, made up entirely of Japanese boys; Matsue Taniwa, who moved to Chemainus
after an arranged marriage to raise children and tend a store; and Kaname Izumi, who remembers as a boy
throwing candy from his boat to the children at the Native residential school on Kuper Island.

Winner of the Hubert Evans Non-Fiction Prize
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From reader reviews:

James Bauer:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve O-bon in Chimunesu: A Community
Remembered will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you
fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Ronald Hill:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This O-bon in Chimunesu:
A Community Remembered is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Eleanor Sotomayor:

The ability that you get from O-bon in Chimunesu: A Community Remembered is a more deep you digging
the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to be aware of but O-bon in Chimunesu: A Community Remembered giving you excitement
feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by means
of anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-known enough. This particular book also
makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We propose you for having this particular O-bon in Chimunesu: A Community
Remembered instantly.

Clayton Johnson:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. From the book O-bon in Chimunesu: A Community Remembered we can consider more advantage.
Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose
the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book O-bon in
Chimunesu: A Community Remembered. You can more pleasing than now.
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