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The life of Virginie Gautreau, the notorious beauty of Madame X, John Singer Sargent's most famous and
scandalous portrait, provides inspiration for this absorbing and intriguing novel.
Madame X caused an immediate furor when Sargent unveiled it at the 1884 Paris Salon. The subject's bold
pose, provocative dress, and decadent pallor shocked the public, and the critics panned the picture, smashing
Sargent's dream of a Paris career. The artist soon relocated to England, where he established himself as the
favorite portrait painter of the wealthy.
In this remarkable novel, Gioia Diliberto tells Virginie's story, drawing on the sketchy facts of Virginie's life
to re-create her tempestuous personality and the captivating milieu of nineteenth-century Paris. Born in New
Orleans to two of Louisiana's prominent Creole families and raised at Parlange, her grandmother's lush
plantation, Virginie fled to France with her mother and sister during the Civil War. The family settled in
Paris among other expatriate Southerners and hoped, through their French ancestry, to insinuate themselves
into high society. They soon were absorbed into the fascinating and wealthy world of grand ballrooms,
dressmakers' salons, luxurious country estates, and artists' ateliers. Because of Virginie's striking appearance
and vivid character, her mother pinned the family's hopes for social acceptance on her daughter, who became
a "professional beauty" and married a French banker. Even before Sargent painted her portrait, Virginie's
reputation for promiscuity and showy self-display made her the subject of vicious Paris gossip.
I Am Madame X is a compulsively readable immersion in Belle Epoque Paris. It is also the story of a great
work of art, illuminating the struggle between Virginie and Sargent as they fought to control the outcome of
a painting that changed their lives and affected the course of art history.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Davy:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular I Am Madame X: A
Novel is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

James Hall:

This I Am Madame X: A Novel is great e-book for you because the content which can be full of information
for you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This kind of book
reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you
are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having I Am Madame X: A
Novel in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that
no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So
, this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Amos Curley:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This I Am Madame X: A Novel is simple
to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much space to
bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save
typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.

Henry Buford:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This I Am Madame X: A Novel can give you a lot of friends because
by you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't and make an individual more like an
interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than different make you to be
great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have I Am Madame X: A Novel.
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